Voices from the past: early institutional experience of children with disabilities--the case of Scotland.
In the countries of the western world, the institutional option for confining and endeavouring to 'correct' traits and attributes of people who did not conform to a rising consciousness of 'normalcy' developed rapidly during the 19th century. Scotland, a small, but rapidly urbanizing and industrializing country on the edge of Europe, was not an exception, but in its adoption of the institutional option for children with disabilities, its responses and objectives to different forms of impairment followed an uneven path. This article considers the reason for this erratic response, and the varied objectives of those responses, in the context of different forms of impairment and the differing interests of those with a professional or philanthropic involvement. The responses of some of the children directly affected are also considered.